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“They must want it more than you 
want it.” You might have been told 
that once or twice if you have ever 
invested time into a person going 
through hardships. There is wisdom 
in those words. So often, poverty 
alleviation is portrayed as an easy 
process where all you have to do is 
give people what you think they need 
and they will thrive. If only poverty 
alleviation was that easy. We have 
learned at the Center of Hope that the 
needs of people in poverty are more 
complex than mere handouts. They 
must want to get well. They must be 
willing to put in the work to get well. 
If they aren’t willing, they will 
remain in poverty. Period. What 
people in poverty need is 
empowerment. They must be 
empowered to 1) grow in their 
relationship with our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2) use their God-given gifts to 

bless our community, 
and 3) view work as 
a form of worship. 
That is why we 
started our Earn-
Your-Way program. 
In the program, 
guests who are 
looking for work can 
earn bicycles, IDs, 
birth certificates, 
work clothing, and 
work shoes/boots 
through community 
service at our 
partnering agencies 
(Bishop Dudley 
Hospitality House, Union Gospel 
Mission, The Banquet, Kingdom 
Boundaries, Salvation Army, and 
Health Connect of South Dakota). 
The program officially started last 
summer as the Earn-A-Bike program 

in our Geared-To-Empower 
Bike Ministry but due to the 
success of the program, we 
expanded what we offered in 
the program and changed the 
name to Earn-Your-Way. We 
hope that this program will be 
the first domino that falls to 
lead people to self-sufficiency. 
We have been greatly 
encouraged by the number of 
people who have been helped 
through the program. Our 
guests have earned what they 
need to get back on their feet in 
dignifying and empowering 
ways by using their God-given 
gifts to bless our community 
through community service. 
When our guests leave the 
Center of Hope with a bike, 
helmet, and bike lock, they 
leave with dignity knowing 
they earned everything they 

received. There is no shame. No 
hierarchy of giving. They do not owe 
us anything for the items earned. 
They leave the Center of Hope as 
equals knowing they made a positive 
difference in our community. They 
leave connected to a local nonprofit 
that cares for them, and they know 
where to go if they ever want to give 
back to the community again. 
Poverty alleviation is all about 
empowerment. People must want to 
get well to get well. They must have 
some sweat equity in their growth. 
Don’t rob people of working towards 
their own betterment. You can walk 
alongside, guide, pray for, and 
encourage. However, let them have 
some ownership in their growing 
process and empower them to press 
on. We understand this at the Center 
of Hope. We understand that mere 
handouts are not sufficient as we 
walk alongside people getting out of 
poverty. There is a time and place for 
handouts. However, empowerment is 
key.  Empowerment to live into our 
purpose of loving God and people 
through work will bring about lasting 
change.     
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Center of Hope appreciates the  gifts   In Memory of  — Clarice Haan, Iva Elbers, Duane Vos, Roger 

Klinghagen, Grace Struiksma 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

Your Gifts Change Lives: 

Stock or Commodity Gifts—Talk to your financial advisor about gifting stocks and 

commodities to the Center of Hope. 

Make it Double—Check with your employer to see if they will match your 

charitable contributions to the Center of Hope. 

Be a Sustainer of Hope—A monthly gift will bring stability to individuals and 

families.  Give online at:  www.centerofhopesf.org 

Financial Update 

 Fiscal year runs from April to March, for 

the year 2021-2022 

   April—To Date. Income        

$85,133 

  2022-23 Budget Need       

$393,343 
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Mission: 

The Center of Hope exists to 

walk alongside people, to 

bring spiritual and physical 

health, and ultimately to 

change the community one 

life at a time. 

Vision: 

The Center of Hope 

encourages and mentors 

people with the hope of 

redemption through Jesus 

Christ.  Our focus is 

holistically addressing 

physical, emotional, social 

and spiritual needs of 

individual that can only come 

through creating relationship 

and accountability.  We work 

in partnership with 

community organizations to 

engage in a consistent and 

positive interaction with 

guests. 

Principles: 

1. All people are created in 

God’s image. 

2. Self sufficiency 

3. Holistic Ministry 

4. Reconciliation  

5.    Partnering to Serve 

Breakfast Fundraiser—Update 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Breakfast 
Fundraiser! We met our financial goal for the event and 
will use the funds to continue to bless our guests through 
our Earn-Your-Way program. We would not have been 
able to do the fundraiser the way we did it without our 
amazing volunteers who came and selflessly gave their 
time to greet guests, flip pancakes, serve guests, and  
supervise the silent auction tables. We also would like to 

give a special thank you to First Christian Reformed Church in Sioux Falls for letting us use 
their church space free of charge. Your support of the Center of Hope is greatly appreciated.  
Lastly, we would like to thank Smithfield, Liv Hospitality, Wild Water West, Clubhouse  
Hotels & Suites (2320 S. Louise Ave.), Thunder Road, Sioux Falls Bicycling Company, and 
Denny Sanford Premier Center for donating baskets for our silent auction. Your support  
ensured that all the profit earned from the baskets went towards our new Earn-Your-Way 
program. Together, we will provide bicycles, IDs, Birth Certificates, work shoes/boots, and 
work clothing in DIGNIFYING and EMPOWERING ways. 

 

The Human Race—October 1, 2022 
You are invited to participate in The Human Race on  
October 1, 2022, from 9am to 11am at Sertoma Park (4300 
S. Oxbow Ave., Sioux Falls, SD). Organized by Health 
Connect of South Dakota to bring health throughout the 
community through agency collaboration, you can  
participate in a fun 5k run or a 1-mile walk. The Center of 
Hope will receive 75% of the registration fees from the 
race/walk. However, you would need to designate Center of 

Hope as the recipient of the funds because eleven other nonprofit organizations will also be 
participating in the event. Register online today (https://runsignup.com/Race/SD/SiouxFalls/
HealthConnectsHumanRace). We would appreciate your support! Thank you, Health  
Connect of South Dakota, for including the Center of Hope as a recipient of your fundraiser 
event.  
 

Volunteers Needed in Bike Ministry and Care Center 
We are looking for new volunteers to assist in our Geared-To-Empower Bike Ministry and 
Care Center. If you are interested in serving at the Center of Hope, please contact Adam  
Hofer via email at adam@centerofhopesf.org. 
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