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Finding the fine line between 
compassion and accountability is one 
of the most challenging parts of 
ministry. Ministry is not about 
feeling good or doing things that 
make you feel bubbly inside. 
Ministry is about pointing people to 
Jesus and directing them away from 
sinful behaviors that bring forth 
brokenness in their lives. However, 
our culture around us often teaches us 
that ministry is merely about giving 
people stuff or money. If only that 
homeless man had $1000 in his bank 
account, he could get back on his 
feet. If only he had new clothing, he 
could get hired within the week. We 
often think of ministry in a material 
kind of way, an earthly way. We treat 
all kinds of poverty as if the poverty 
that plagues them is merely financial. 
In reality, that couldn’t be further 
from the truth.  
 
The reality is that our culture around 
us promotes that hand-outs will solve 
most problems that plague our 
community. Generosity is good! 
However, generosity could cause 
more harm than good if not done 
appropriately. Do you know what 
breaks my heart? Hearing panhandler 
friends tell me that they put the 
money they collect in a hat at the end 
of each day to be used to buy strong 
liquor to feed their addiction. That 
breaks my heart because I know them 
by name. Could it be that our 
misplaced generosity has become an 
endorsement of brokenness? Could it 
be that addressing all forms of 
poverty as if it is merely financial is 
helping struggling people subsist in 
their brokenness? 
 
Throwing resources at people is often 
seen as compassionate. Being 

compassionate feels so good! 
However, ministry work also 
involves accountability, time, and 
relationship-building. What our 
guests need more than anything is 
Jesus Christ and His love. Love does 
not mean endorsing unhealthy 
behaviors. Love does, however, 
endorse transformation and healthy 
living. Many of our guests were 
born in darkness, abuse, and chaos. 
As they grow up, they become 
deeply afraid of the darkness around 
them. However, they learned to see 
in the darkness. That is all they 
know! They need to see the light of 
Jesus! That requires more than being 
in their presence for an hour handing 
out stuff and then walking away to 
never see them again. They are used 
to that. What they need most of all is 
for YOU to demonstrate His love 
continually and walk alongside them 
through their victories and battles. 
 
To bring forth change, a wholistic 
approach must be adopted to address 
a person’s spiritual, physical, 
mental/emotional, social, and 
financial health. At the Center of 
Hope, we do our best to discern first 
if our guests want to get well. Then, 

we determine what kind of poverty 
plagues them and address that 
poverty in appropriate ways. All of 
our programs (Geared To Empower, 
Earn-Your-Way Work Assistance, 
Care Center, Pastoral Ministry, etc.) 
are about giving people a hand-up 
rather than a hand-out. Hand-outs are 
appropriate if done seldom and 
temporary. However, a hand-out 
culture creates dependency, 
entitlement, and discourages work. 
We take seriously our task to help 
struggling people in our community. 
However, our approach is all about 
EMPOWERMENT. We recognize 
that EMPOWERING people to use 
their God-given gifts to bless our 
community is more important than 
giving them money or resources that 
will help them survive for the day. 
We want them to THRIVE for their 
lifetime. All the resources we offer 
are tools of EMPOWERMENT, but 
we don’t stop there. We offer our 
continued presence as we walk 
forward together…on the fine line.  
 
Keep reading to learn the specifics 
of how we enact our ministries of 
empowerment! 
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Mission: 

 

The Center of Hope exists to 
walk alongside people, to bring 

spiritual and physical health, 
and ultimately to change the 
community one life at a time. 

 

Vision: 

 

The Center of Hope encourages 
and mentors people with the 
hope of redemption through 

Jesus Christ.  Our focus is 
holistically addressing physical, 
emotional, social and spiritual 

needs of individual that can 
only come through creating 

relationship and accountability.  
We work in partnership with 
community organizations to 
engage in a consistent and 
positive interaction with 

guests. 
 

Principles: 

 

1. All people are created in 
God’s image. 

2. Self sufficiency 

3. Holistic Ministry 

4. Reconciliation  

5.    Partnering to Serve 

Earn-Your-Way Program 
As we launched our Geared To Empower Bike 
Ministry last year, we started the  
Earn-A-Bike program, which allowed guests to 
earn their bikes through community service at 
local nonprofits. We wanted to provide the 
bikes in an empowering and dignifying way. 
The program took off! The program provided 
the needed volunteers for local nonprofits 
during the Covid-19 season. We are pleased to 
announce that the Earn-A-Bike program is 
offering additional work-related items and will be called “Earn-Your-Way” from 
now on. Guests can now earn ID assistance to help them obtain work and steel-toed 
boots for jobs that require them. We have learned in our many years of ministry that 
empowering people to live into their purpose of loving God and others is more 
important than giving them hand-outs. Our guests leave with these items knowing 
they made a difference and were part of the solution to the poverty they see around 
them on a daily basis. We rely on your continued support to keep this program 
operational. 

 

Care Center 
Our Care Center is a place of healing for 
our guests where they can come to belong, 
be listened to, be prayed over, and be 
encouraged. We offer highly subsidized 
clothing and winter gear for the working-
poor population in Sioux Falls and have a 
Mercy Ministry Clothing Voucher system 
in place to provide clothing to people in 
crisis. Guests must talk with a pastor to 

obtain a clothing voucher to ensure the voucher system is not abused and creates 
opportunities to further connect them to needed resources to THRIVE and not just 
SURVIVE. Charging a little for clothing gives DIGNITY to our guests. In addition, 
we have three pastors available for free pastoral counseling. No appointments are 
needed. Our mission is to walk alongside people to promote spiritual and physical 
health. We take the mission seriously and walk alongside each guests in ways that 
empower them to want to grow in their relationship with God and to use their God-
given gifts to bless our community through work. Our ministries do not help people 
subsist in their brokenness but rather gives them what they need to THRIVE. 
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Financial Update 

 Fiscal year runs from April to March, for 

the year 2021-2022 

   April—To Date. Income        

$400,221 

  2021-22 Budget Need       

$393,343 

Your Gifts Change Lives: 

Stock or Commodity Gifts—Talk to your financial advisor about gifting stocks 

and commodities to the Center of Hope. 

Make it Double—Check with your employer to see if they will match your 

charitable contributions to the Center of Hope. 

Be a Sustainer of Hope—A monthly gift will bring stability to individuals and 

families.  Give online at:  www.centerofhopesf.org 

In-Kind Gifts—Winter clothing for all ages, adult and kids bikes. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
Center of Hope appreciates the  gifts   In Memory of  — Laura May Bosch, Rick Van 

Heerde, Steve Johnson, Clazin Van Wyhe, Yvonne Eng, Larry Posner 


